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What is National Junior Honor Society (NJHS) you ask? Since its
founding in 1929, the National Association of Secondary School
Principals has sponsored NJHS as a way to help elevate a
school's commitment to scholarship, citizenship, and leadership.
To become a member of NJHS, you must be selected as a
candidate by your local chapter’s faculty council. Students who
meet their chapter’s cumulative GPA requirement are then
considered for membership on the basis of service, leadership,
citizenship and character. Following this year's selection process,
St. Joseph Catholic School is proud to announce the induction of
10 students in their first National Junior Honor Society ceremony
that was held at St. Joseph Catholic Church on the evening of
December 1, 2020. The students inducted into NJHS were Jude
Bailey, Santiago Carreno, Taylor Dallas, Adelina Garcia, Niabel
Jemal, Sarah Jolly, Emily McBride, Daisuke Milne, Juan Orduna, &
Annyka Pedroza. Congratulations to all and to their families!
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Our goal is to report on events, activities, groups, and individuals representing our Catholic school, values,
and traditions. Committed to upholding our Tiger Traits, I will take responsibility for our actions, show
respect for  others, do what is right, make good choices, and pray for God's guidance and help.  It is our
desire to give back to our community through charitable acts throughout the year on behalf of our school
and St. Joseph Catholic Social Ministries.  We hope that all readers will join in the journey with us as we
strive to keep Christ present and center at the forefront of all we think, say, and do. Our overall purpose is
to assist everyone to strive toward holiness and sainthood.

About Us
Tiger Press is the student led source of information and highlights within our St. Joseph Catholic School and
the greater Catholic Community at St. Joseph Catholic Church. This publication is designed, written,
compiled, and edited by our Campus Ministry Team.

Mission Statement

Submissions / Comments / Suggestions

To be a true source of inspiration and encouragement to our faculty, staff, and student body as we
challenge ourselves and everyone to continue to grow in Faith, Hope, and Love.   

Purpose

Deadline for submission of articles or information for Tiger Press is the 15th of the month for publication in
the following month's edition. All submissions, comments, or suggestions for our publication can be
emailed to ministryteam@sjcskilleen.org.

Tiger Press Blue Team
Editor in Chief: Mrs. Nava

Managing Editor: Austin Vela-Diehl
Copy Editor: Victoria Hernandez
Art/Graphics: Raquel Vela-Diehl

Photo Editor: Niabel Jemal
News Editor: Sarah Jolly

Sports Editor: Kamron Shook
Spiritual Center: Antonia Solis

Features/Spotlight Corner: Nick Kelly
Business/Fundraising: Addie Garcia

Polls / Opinion Questions: Victoria Lynn
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1st-Julianna Jolly
6th-Carly Morris

8th-Ronan Brannon
10th-Sarah Jolly

12th-Nina Sanchez
12th-Cody Williams

20th-James Huckaby
20th-Strickland Patton
21th-Johannes Pedroza

22th-Joshua Soto
25th - Katharina Cochran

25th-Leonardo Cedre
28th-Nevaeh Ramos

28th-Jude Bailey
28th-Juanpablo Cedre
29th-Kensley Alvarez
30th-Sammy Carrillo

January  Birthdays



NEWS SECTION

I T S  J U S T  I N . . .

January is designated as a Pro-Life Month in the Catholic Church in response to the 1973 decision in the Roe
v. Wade case to legalize abortion within the United States of America.  While abortion, the deliberate act of
terminating life inside the womb, remains the preeminent issue in regards to upholding the dignity of life
from conception until death, there are many other areas that are related to pro-life issues. These include
fetal stem cell research, euthanasia, and the death penalty. This article intends to inform people about  these
other areas and to explain what the church teaches us in regards to supporting life and respecting the dignity
of every human being in all stages of life. The next march for life will be held on Friday January 29 at the state
capital at 11am to 9pm.

Stem cell research is a hot topic of interest in our
society.  Stem cells are fairly unspecialized cells
that have the ability to replicate themselves and
produce a variety of more specialized cells.  The
concern is when embryonic (fetal) stem cells from
either aborted babies or from babies that are
made from test tube fertilization are used for
research and development of vaccines and
medications for human beings.

Guess what time it is . . . It's  March For Life! 
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Stem Cell Research

While the Catholic Church is not against the
advancement of science and research that
benefits society, it does see the harming or
destruction of human life in it's most vulnerable
population, the embryo, as a serious and grave
wrong.  Although many arguments are put forward
to try to explain this type of science, the bottom
line is the evil that undermines and endangers life
at any stage can not justify the good that may
seemingly come from it in the end.



Euthanasia is known as assisted suicide for individuals that
wish to die due to possible terminal illness or long-term pain
and suffering.  Research shows that there are four different
types of Euthanasia: Active Euthanasia, Passive Euthanasia,
Indirect Euthanasia, and Physician Assisted Euthanasia.
Active euthanasia is when the death of a person is brought
about due to a specific act like administering a lethal dose of
a substance. While passive euthanasia is withholding or
withdrawing life sustaining medical treatment like a feeding
tube or a ventilator with the purpose of ending a person's
life. There is indirect euthanasia which is when a person is
provided materials for death but the substance isn't
administered directly by another. Physician Assisted
Euthanasia is where a doctor directly gives a lethal dose of
medication for the purpose of causing death.  In all of these
cases, the Catholic Church does not approve of ending
someone's life prematurely.  While it doesn't mean we can't
assist in making a person who is suffering pain more
comfortable with the use of medicinal medications, we are
not allowed to purposefully end the life of another human
being.

NEWS CONTINUED
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Indirect
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      Death Penalty
While the death penalty has been used for several
centuries, the church teaches that this should be used
in extremely rare cases. The church recognizes a
legitimate public authority has the right and duty to
inflict punishment proportionate to the gravity of the
crime. Today the necessity of using the death penalty is
very rare since there are many effective means to
prevent crime. We should show forgiveness to people
who have done something bad. Convicts should get a
second chance for and get a second chance at
rehabilitation, we should not kill them instead we should
give them an outlet to do some good.
      People should die naturally and die of natural
causes allowing God to make the decision about life and
death. Killing people isn't morally right in our eyes. God
says that we should forgive the people who have
sinned.



Come Join the Student Council Meeting
   Wednesday, January 13th, after school

Class representatives are asked to speak with their classmates prior to the
meeting to bring ideas to discuss. (Meeting is for President, Vice President,
Secretary, Treasurer, and Class Representatives)                                                          

 Student Council News
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The Student Council ran a good yet
tough learning experience for both
the candidates and students. The
candidates having a bit of trouble
getting their campaign out, finally
managed to get the word out as
the election was close to the end.
They hung posters in the hallways
of the school to persuade students
to vote for them. The Candidates
for the Presidential election (Cody
Williams, Niabel Jemal, and Addie
Garcia) were having a bit of trouble
competing against their peers. They
often had second thoughts about
running.

 The race for Vice President included
speeches by Miranda Organ-Soto
and Isabella Arroyo.  Cody Williams
(now the president) had the
popularity votes. He had people
spread his name out to all the other
grades. He campaigned by words
and not posters. Niabel had a
similar way of campaigning like
Addie. She made posters but she
didn't really get her name out there
like Addie's. Addie was very
determined to win and put up the
most campaign posters.  Their
winning spirit was somewhat
dampened with the disappointment
of those who didn't win.

A lot of the students that ran are
great students and it shows just
how far the students will go to
achieve the things that they want.
Each student had a skill that they
had for winning the election. In the
end, the student body is happy with
the President and Vice President.
They are best friends and they work
great together. Together they have
great ideas and they will power
together to improve our school and
all over the campus community. 
 Isabella and Eden were selected to
have the spots of Secretary and
Treasurer.

Cody Williams
(President)

Miranda Organ-Soto
(Vice President)

Eden Balingit
(Treasurer)

Isabella Arroyo
(Secretary)



1 January - Solemnity of Mary, the Holy Mother of God 
2 January - SS. Basil the great and Gergory Nazianzen, Bishops 

3 January - The Most Holy Name of Jesus, 
4 January - St. Elizabeth Ann Seton, Religious

6 January - The Epiphany of the Lord 
6 January - St. Andre Bessette, Religious 
7 January - St. Raymond of Penyafort, Priest 

12 January - The Baptism of the Lord 
13 January - St. Hilary, Bishop and Doctor of the Church

17 January St. Anthony ,Abbot 
18 January - Week of Prayer for Christian Unity (January 18-25)

19 January - 2nd Sunday in Ordinary time 
20 January - St. Fabain , Pope and Martyr, St. Sebastian , Martyr

21 January - St. Agnes, Virgin and Martyr  
22 January - Day of prayer for the Legal Protection of Unborn

Children 
23 January - St. Vincent, Deacon and Martyr 

           St. Marianne Cope , Virgin
24 January - St. Francis de Sales , Bishop and Doctor of the Church

25 January - The Conversion of St. Paul The Apostle 
26 January - 3rd Sunday in Ordinary time 

27 January - St. Angela Merici , Virgin
28 January - St. Thomas Aquinas, Priest and Doctor of the Church

31 January - St. John Bosco, Priest
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January  Calender
SPIRITUAL CENTER

St. Elizabeth Ann Seton 

Elizabeth Ann Bayley Seton was born on
August 28, 1774 in New York. She is the first
Native-born American to be canonized by the
Roman Catholic Church. She was originally
Episcopalian and later converted to
Catholicism on March 14,1805. She opened
up a boarding school for boys in 1806. She 
 became the Patron Saint of hospital staff
and education. She died January 4,1821.  We
celebrate her feast day on the 4th.

Color me!

"In every disappointment let
your heart fly directly to your
savior, Jesus will never leave

or forsake you."
- St. Elizabeth Ann Seton



For the month of December we celebrated
Advent by creating a special wreath made
of all the names of our students and staff.
Campus Ministry students helped create

the wreath pictured to the left.  
 

"We honor Messiah with the Christ's
candle flame, our Christmas Eve candles

glad tidings proclaim, O Come, all you
faithful, rejoice in this night as God comes

Among Us, the Christian's true light."

On January 1st, we celebrate Mary, the Mother
of God. We recognize Mary's part in the mystery
of salvation. This is one of the four declared
dogmas of the teachings of Mary that was
proclamed in 431 A.D. by the Council of
Ephesus. Because she was chosen to carry Jesus
in her womb through his conception and birth
she became the Mother of God.

 

The wise men came to bring gifts to baby Jesus
to show their respect and pay him homage as
the new king. They followed the Star of
Bethlehem to find Jesus. We celebrate this day
12 days after Christmas to recognize the Three
Kings.  The kings brought as honorable  gold,
frankincense, myrrh.
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January 1st January 6th

Celebrating Advent as a School Family



 

SPORTS SECTIONSPORTS SECTION

Current Sports OpportunitiesTrending Games
Soccer

Capture the Flag
 Dodgeball

Come support our students in competition!
 

Here at St. Joseph there 
will be a scrimmage 

Saturday, Jan 30th at 2pm 
v.s. 

U13 team from Austin.

25 Jan-Elementry 3pm
29 Jan- Junior high 3pm

Those who qualify will go to
state competition.

on March 23-24 At Bell County
Expo Center.

First Soccer Scrimmage Archery Pre-State Qualifier
(Virtual Competition) 



Q: Why did you want to be a Business Administrator? 
A: I don't feel like I chose to work here. It just happened. I
feel like God brought me here. I substituted for the old P.E

teacher and that's how I started here. I feel like I belong
here and enjoy taking care of the business side of the school. 
Q: How long did it take to become a business administrator? 

A: It took me 6 years. I have my Bachelors Degree in
Healthcare Business Administration and a Masters Degree in

Business Administration. 
Q:  What is your favorite sport or hobby? 

A: Softball without a doubt and now also Archery. I also
enjoy gardening and playing my guitar. 

Q: Where would you like to visit? 
A: I would love to visit Rome and all there is to see in Italy. 

Q: Where did you grow up? 
A: I grew up in the Rio Grande valley in the city of Mission,

Texas. 
Q: How would you spend your ideal day? 

A: Reading a book on a cold day with a blanket next to a
fire. 

Q: How would you describe yourself using 3 adjectives? 
A: Determined, Caring, and Persuasive. 

Q: What was your favorite subject in school? 
A: Geometry. 

Q: What is your favorite food? 
A: I would say it is a grilled buffalo chicken salad. 

Q: What is your favorite movie or book? 
A: My favorite movie is “Pretty Woman”. My favorite book

is “Home Sweet Rome” by Dr. Scott Hahn.

Spotlight Corner

Q: Why did you want to be a Principal?
A: I first became a teacher. I realized that if I could teach the
teachers, then they could bring the students closer to God.

Q: How long did it take to become a Principal? 
 A: I graduated with a Masters in Theology, so it took about 8

years. I decided to become a Principal about 4 years ago.
Q: What is your favorite sport or hobby? 

A: Kayaking, fishing, playing with my dogs, and scuba diving. 
Q: Where would you like to visit? 

A: I would like to visit Roatan.
Q: Where did you grow up? 

A: I grew up in a small town in West Texas, Seminole.
Q: How would you spend your ideal day? 

A: I would walk dogs, drink lots of coffee, do whatever came to
mind

Q: How would you describe yourself using 3 adjectives?
A: Intelligent, Goofball, and Adventurous.

Q: What was your favorite subject in school?
A: Lunch or History.

Q: What is your favorite food? 
A: Yes

Q: What is your favorite movie or book? 
A: My favorite movies are the Lord of the Rings and the Hobbit
series. My favorite book is the Order of Things by James Schall

Interview with Mrs. Garcia

Interview with Mr.Steffens

M R S . G A R C I A

M R .  S T E F F E N S



Looks like Ham for the Win

     St. Joseph Catholic School had also started a Winter
clothing drive on December 7, 2020. The drive so far has
been successful. We would like to thank all of the students
and parents that have participated in this fundraiser for
those in need. Remember that you can still donate Winter
clothing to the office until, Friday, January 15, 2021. We
hope to see lots of clothing donated for the less fortunate,
because they need our help.

     In January, St. Joseph will be selling candy grams to help
raise money to buy cameras for the Tiger Press newspaper.
We plan to use the cameras for taking pictures of our school's
sightings and events. The candy gram fundraiser will last from
January 19, 2021 - January 29, 2021. We encourage you to
participate in this fundraiser for our school.

What Fundraisers are Happening This Month?
 

The vote is in and 
 the majority of our 
students and staff 

prefer Ham to Turkey 
as their choice for

 holiday meat.

On Friday, January 15th, we ask that all Homeroom Teachers please poll your class that day
following Morning Prayer.  Please email your poll results to the Campus Ministry Team at
ministeryteam@sjcskilleen.org.  We will report the school results in next month's issue of

Tiger Press.

January  Poll: What's Your Favorite Video Game? 
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or
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5th Grade Choir

4th Grade Boys Choir

Middle School Band

Elementary Band

5th Grade Choir

Kinder and 1st Choir



Campus Sightings continued...12

3rd Grade Choir

4th Grade Girls Choir

Middle School Band

2nd Grade Choir

2nd Grade Choir

Kinder and 1st Choir


